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The Decarbonization Roadmap Guide for School Building Decision Makers 
by New Buildings Institute is a resource for anyone interested in healthy 
and efficient school design. 

Decarbonization Roadmap 
Guide for School Building 
Decision Makers Discovery Elementary | Arlington, VA

Credit: VMDO

The Guide outlines achievable goals that result in healthy, affordable, 
all-electric schools. It also explains common actions that districts take 
when considering decarbonization projects. The Guide, templates, 
and supplemental materials are meant to be useful to a variety of 
stakeholders, for example: 

• School board members and student groups can use the 
Resolution Templates to establish district-wide goals and policies.

• Sustainability managers can customize action plans to define 
specific decarbonization steps and actions. 

• Facility managers may use the Decarbonization Roadmapping 
Planner to benchmark buildings and store information about equipment.

• Administrative staff or teachers can use the Guide to engage 
students with building systems and energy use concepts. 

To access the 
Guide and 
associated 
documents, 
scan here!

Customizable Templates and Other Key Resources 
The Guide also links to a variety of templates that can be customized locally, as well as key 
supplemental resources to assist districts in their efforts. Some of the key resources include: 

Documents to Inform the Stock Take
Offers a list of documents to include in an assessment of existing plans, goals, 
and policies within a school district. Knowing what already exists is a good 
precursor to roadmap development. 

Key Messages for Communicating About Carbon Neutral Schools
Addresses key questions around how to effectively communicate ambitious 
climate goals and how to engage various stakeholders in the process.

Bishop O’Dowd High School, Environmental Science Center | Oakland, CA | Credit: David Wakely PhotographyAPRIL 2022

Key Messages for 
Communicating About 
Carbon Neutral Schools

https://bit.ly/Decarb-Roadmap

https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/NBI_Documents-to-Inform-the-Stock-Take.pdf
https://newbuildings.org/resource/key-messages-for-communicating-about-carbon-neutral-schools/
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Interactive Map of  
Carbon Neutral School Districts
Easily find other districts that have addressed healthy, 
efficient, resilient schools by adopting formal goals to 
tackle carbon emissions.

Energy and Carbon Project  
Requirements Template
Owners Project Requirements (OPR) template that 
can be customized for climate zone and location. The 
OPR narrative details functional requirements of school 
construction and outlines expectations of how the 
building will be used and operated. 

Decarbonization Roadmapping Planner
Organizational tool with detailed, customizable 
workplans and reporting template for sharing results  
with stakeholders.

Carbon Neutral Schools Resolution Templates
Helps establish formal district policy regarding carbon 
neutral facilities. The Templates include instructions on 
how to successfully adapt the resolution to declare the 
district’s commitment to healthy, carbon neutral facilities.

New Buildings Institute (NBI) is 
a nonprofit organization driving 
better energy performance in 
buildings to make them better 
for people and the environment. 
We work collaboratively with 
industry market players—
governments, utilities, energy 
efficiency advocates, and building 
professionals—to promote 
advanced design practices, 
innovative technologies, public 
policies, and programs that 
improve energy efficiency. Visit the 
NBI Getting to Zero in Schools 
webpage to learn more. 

The Decarbonization Roadmap 
Guide for School Building 
Decision Makers identifies 
cost effective strategies and 
approaches to help school 
districts achieve healthy, 
efficient, and decarbonized 
school facilities. This content 
was developed by New 
Buildings Institute.

Strategy Spotlights
Many school districts are also considering options 
related to electric school buses, resiliency, and 
all-electric kitchens. 
Three standalone spotlight 
documents are available 
and offer a deeper dive into 
how to integrate these key 
concepts into school district 
planning and activities. Access 
the Guide, inserts and other 
resources here or by using the 
QR code above.
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<YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME> 
RESOLUTION <#> 
Resolution To Establish Goals for Energy Efficiency, Clean Energy and 
Carbon Neutrality 
 

  [Use this sample resolution as an outline for developing your own. 

To change the logo at the top, click on the placeholder graphic, then right-click over it and choose “Change 
Picture from the drop-down menu. 

To delete any shaded tips (like this one, these are all tables), just delete this table. 

The sample content throughout this proposal includes placeholder content for you to replace with your own. 
All placeholder text is surrounded by angle brackets (<>). 

To change the font, click the text you want to change then go to the Styles menu and click the down arrow to 
the right of the highlighted style. Choose Modify. From there you can update the existing styles by changing 
the font, font size, color, etc. Those changes will be updated document-wide to save time. 

You may add any other local information or aligned initiatives into this template. Be sure to include your 
logo, photos, and secure quotes from involved board members, your Superintendent, or anyone else in 
support of your work. There are several examples of language for quotes and other sections you can use 
below. Feel free to use this language or develop your own. This sample language is noted and in italics.] 

 

WHEREAS, the <Your School District Name> community is experiencing the detrimental effects of climate 
change through increased temperatures, increased wildfires and associated poor air quality, extreme weather 
events, changes in the forms and timing of precipitation and runoff, and other environmental disruptions; and 

WHEREAS, <any local or jurisdictional adopted and aligned resolutions.> 

 [Example for text above: 

WHEREAS, City Council formally adopted a resolution to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2032; and] 

 
WHEREAS, the <Your School District Name> District Board is committed to making positive, tangible changes 
to mitigate climate change, and to ensure that every effort is made to conserve energy and natural resources 
while exercising sound financial management; and 

https://newbuildings.org/resource/interactive-map-of-carbon-neutral-school-districts/
https://newbuildings.org/resource/interactive-map-of-carbon-neutral-school-districts/
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Energy-Carbon-Project-Requirements_April-2022.docx
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Energy-Carbon-Project-Requirements_April-2022.docx
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Decarbonization-Roadmapping-Planner_April-2022-2.xlsx
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Carbon-Neutral-Schools-Resolution-Template_April-2022.docx
https://newbuildings.org/nbi-key-markets/getting-to-zero-in-schools/
https://newbuildings.org/resource/decarbonization-roadmap-guide-for-school-building-decision-makers/

