
 

 

 

 

NBI has submitted proposals into the ICC process to advance the 2024 IECC. The proposed amendments 

cover a wide range of measures and improve the code by adding additional efficiency, clarifying 

requirements, and creating greater flexibility for code users and local jurisdictions. Learn more at 

newbuildings.org/code_policy/2024-iecc-national-model-energy-code-base-codes.  

 

 

Code Change Title: Acceptance Testing in Alterations CEPI-229-21 

Summary: Requires acceptance testing of existing HVAC, SHW or lighting systems that 

serve alterations. 

 

Add new text as follows:   

C503.4.2 Mechanical system acceptance testing.  Where an alteration requires 

compliance with Section C403 or any of its subsections, mechanical systems that serve 

the alteration shall comply with Sections C408.2.2, C408.2.3 and C408.2.5.   

Exceptions:  

1. Mechanical systems and service water heater systems in buildings where 

the total mechanical equipment capacity is less than 480,000 Btu/h 

(140.7 kW) cooling capacity and 600,000 Btu/h (175.8 kW) combined 

service water-heating and space-heating capacity. 

2. Systems included in Section C403.5 that serve individual dwelling units 

and sleeping units. 

 

Add new text as follows:   

C503.5.1 Service hot water system acceptance testing.  Where an alteration requires 

compliance with Section C404 or any of its subsections, service hot water systems that 

serve the alteration shall comply with Sections C408.2.3 and C408.2.5.   

Exceptions:  

1. Service water heater systems in buildings where the total mechanical 

equipment capacity is less than 600,000 Btu/h (175.8 kW) combined 

service water-heating and space-heating capacity. 

2. Systems included in Section C403.5 that serve individual dwelling units 

and sleeping units. 

 

Add new text as follows:   

C503.6.1 Lighting acceptance testing.  Where an alteration requires compliance with 

Section C405 or any of its subsections, lighting systems that serve the alteration shall 

comply with Section C408.3.   

 

https://newbuildings.org/code_policy/2024-iecc-national-model-energy-code-base-codes/


The IECC does not require acceptance testing of the whole HVAC, hot water or lighting system when 

components of the system are replaced.  Acceptance testing is even more critical in existing systems than 

new construction as they have had the opportunity for configurations and alterations to deviate from 

original installation.  This proposal requires that the acceptance testing requirements of C408 that are 

relevant to existing buildings are applied to existing systems that undergo alteration. 

 


